
Please use the following letter to advocate for online options for VSB students. We have 
provided this letter to help all students of Vancouver with education during the pandemic by 
allowing the freedom for students who need it, and whose families can accommodate it, to study 
from home.  
You can copy and paste this letter into an email or print it (delete this first) and send through the 
mail. Please personalize this letter but writing your own first paragraph, and by changing the 
salutation and signature. 

Thank you for supporting Vancouver students! 
Option 4 Families of Vancouver SD#39 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear XXX, 
 
<Use the first paragraph to introduce yourself and let the recipient know why you care about 
online learning for VSB students> 
 
I would like to see the VSB provide online education as an option for all students for as long as 
COVID-19 continues to impact work and education. The VSB worked very hard to quickly roll 
out TEAMS to the entire district in the spring, which was initially intended to be a five year plan. 
They have shown incredible initiative in moving forward with this technology. We are asking to 
maximize use of this technology to benefit students now, and learn from this to help students 
throughout the pandemic.  
 
Having a strong and well rounded online educational option would provide a number of benefits, 
including, but not limited to: 
 
➢ Option 4 students (families who cannot return to in-person school for physical and 

mental health reasons) 
➢ Students who need to isolate or quarantine due to exposure to the virus, providing 

continuity of education. 
➢ Should numbers rise, making school closures necessary once again, VSB would have 

experience providing this type of education due to having already introduced it with 
Option 4 students. 

➢ Providing online education to a percentage of the student population in all VSB schools 
would reduce classroom density, providing added protections to both teachers and 
students needing to be present in-person. This would meet the needs of teachers, as 
asked on November 24, 2020. 

 
Option 4 Students: 
Many Option 4 students are unable to return to in-person schooling due to physical and/or 
mental health concerns. While the Option 4 program was quickly rolled out  in the early fall due 
to VSB responding to concerns from Vancouver families, there have now been four months to 
improve the program and make it more robust and equitable across the district. However, there 
are huge differences in how it has been provided, dependent on funding individual schools 
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receive. For example, some schools have an online teacher provided, while others don’t. We 
are asking for all Option 4 students across the district to have time with a dedicated online 
teacher, outside of any connections they may have with their classroom teachers. We envision 
this teacher would be shared between schools. This would remove the pressure from in-class 
teachers to teach in multiple formats, while keeping students connected to their community. 
These positions should not be filled by TOCs or other itinerant teachers, as was the case from 
September to December. The issue with filling these positions with TOCs is that these teachers 
are pulled when needed to fill an in-person teaching position due to absence. While this is 
understandable, it causes disruption to students who are already getting very little and depend 
on connections to their peers and educational supports. 
 
Students isolating or quarantining due to exposure: 
Students who have had to stay home to isolate due to exposure to COVID-19 are generally not 
seeing severe symptoms. Providing a form of education through TEAMS during their isolation 
periods would help to support them and their families during a time when there is fear due to the 
virus, and a big disruption to their lives. This continuity of education would be valuable not only 
to the students, but would help the in-class teachers to not need to catch the students up upon 
their return.  
 
We don’t know how things will progress over the coming months. There are many 
considerations for COVID-19 and schools. Initially, it was thought that COVID-19 was not 
transmitted easily by or between children and adolescents. However, it has been shown through 
asymptomatic testing in multiple jurisdictions that there are cases in schools that are not being 
detected or tracked (Source: UK Government communication “Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
asymptomatic testing in schools and colleges”, December 15, 2020.). As well, the new strain of 
COVID-19 that first appeared on Vancouver Island on December 19th has been shown to be 
71% more infectious than the previously known strains of COVID-19 and children are more 
susceptible to the new variant, (Source: BMJ 2020;371:m4944). As the PHO and Minister of 
Health stated in their December 27 release, “All British Columbians have to remember the 
virus spreads quickly but shows up slowly”. For this reason, reducing density in 
classrooms proactively would help provide added protections to the teachers, staff, and 
students in Vancouver.  
 
Online education available for all VSB students: 
There are families in VSB schools who have returned to in-class school but have 
reconsidered and wish to return to Option 4 (elementary) or who are secondary students 
who are unable to return to class for physical or mental health reasons but do not want 
to leave their school communities. These students should have their needs met at this 
time as well. During a time when families and communities are already struggling, 
removing a support (their school community) should not be considered. For this reason, 
an online education option should be available to them. As well, providing this will 
reduce classroom density allowing schools to make use of the “layers of protection” and 
further protect the staff and students who attend school.  
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Funding for education during COVID-19: 
This program will be able to be funded by the grants provided by both Federal and 
Provincial governments, as detailed below. The money listed below should be used to 
fund this initiative.  
 

 
 
 
Continuity of online learning program: 
This program can be used for many educational objectives in the future, allowing 
students who may not be able to regularly attend in-school classes to be part of a 
school community, reaping the many social and emotional benefits of being part of a 
community. As well, there are concerns that we could possibly see more outbreaks 
such as we are currently in the midst of - being prepared for that would only serve to 
make the VSB stronger.  
 
I hope you will take the time to look further into this proposed plan. I feel strongly that 
this is the way for the Vancouver School Board to show strength and leadership during 
a difficult time, and willingness to meet the needs of its students and support its staff. 
 

Federal Safe Return to Class Grant, 
VSB allocation - Phase 1: $9,177,259; 
Phase 2: funding unknown. 

Funding will be allocated in two phases – 
Phase 1,September 2020 and Phase 2, 
January 2021 

Phase 1: Additional teaching staff: 
$2,540,000. 

● $977,500 was allocated for 27 FTE 
for Option 4 for September 2020; 
further funding to be announced 
January 20, 2021 

● $935,000 was allocated for 22 FTE 
to maintain secondary staffing 

Source: VSB Board Meeting Agenda, 
Sept 28, 2020, Item 8.2 

 

Provincial Grants, VSB allocation - 
$45,600,000 

Investment for more staff and staff time 
for cleaning schools: $1,946,484 

$3 million to support remote learning, 
including: Technology loans and Software 
to support students with disabilities or 
complex needs 

Currently no allocation specifically for 
increased need for teaching staff. 

Source: VSB Finance Committee 
Agenda, Sept 16, 2020, Item 2.3 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/District/Board-of-Education/Meeting_Minutes/Documents/agendas-files/20_09Sept28_op_board_revised%20full%20agenda.pdf
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https://www.vsb.bc.ca/District/Board-of-Education/Meeting_Minutes/Documents/agendas-files/20_09Sept16_Finance%20Comm%20Agenda.pdf
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/District/Board-of-Education/Meeting_Minutes/Documents/agendas-files/20_09Sept16_Finance%20Comm%20Agenda.pdf


Sincerely,  
XXXX 
 
 
Contacts to address your letter to: 
Carmen Cho 
(Trustee Point Grey & Tupper Families of Schools, VSB Chair) 
carmen.cho@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Estrellita Gonzalez 
(Trustee David Thompson, Prince of Wales & Van Tech Families of Schools, VSB Vice 
Chair) 
estrellita.gonzalez@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Janet Fraser  
(Trustee John Oliver & Eric Hamber Families of Schools) 
janet.fraser@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Jennifer Reddy 
(Trustee Templeton & University Hill Families of Schools) 
jennifer.reddy@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Fraser Ballantyne 
(Trustee (no family of schools listed)) 
fraser.ballantyne@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Lois Chan-Pedley 
(Trustee Churchill and Gladstone Families of Schools) 
lois.chan-pedley@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Oliver Hanson 
(Trustee Killarney & Lord Byng Families of Schools) 
oliver.hanson@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Barbara Parrott 
(Trustee Britannia, King George & Kitsilano Families of Schools; VASS) 
barbara.parrott@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Allan Wong 
(Trustee Magee & Windermere Families of Schools) 
allan.wong@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Suzanne Hoffman 
(Superintendent) 
shoffman@vsb.bc.ca 
 
David Nelson 
(Deputy Superintendent) 
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dnelson@vsb.bc.ca 
 
Robert Schindel 
(Associate Superintendent) 
rschindel@vsb.bc.ca 
 
BCCPAC: info@bccpac.bc.ca 
 
Gord Lau 
(VanDPAC Chair) 
chair@vancouverdpac.org 
 
Amanda Hillis 
(VanDPAC Vice Chair) 
vicechair@vancouverdpac.org 
 
Karen Tsang 
(VanDPAC Secretary) 
secretary@vancouverdpac.org 
 
Sonia Furstenau  
(Leader BC Greens) 
sonia.furstenau.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
sonia.furstenau@bcgreens.ca 
 
Shirley Bond  
(Leader BC Liberals) 
shirley.bond.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
shirley.bond@bcliberals.com 
 
Jackie Tegart  
(Official Opposition Critic - Education) 
jackie.tegart.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
jackie.tegart@bcliberals.com 
 
John Horgan  
(Premier) 
john.horgan@bcndp.ca 
john.horgan.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
Premier@gov.bc.ca 
 
Jennifer Whiteside  
(Education Minister) 
jennifer.whiteside@bcndp.ca 
jennifer.whiteside.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
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educ.minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
Adrian Dix  
(Health Minister) 
adrian.dix@bcndp.ca 
adrian.dix.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
HLTH.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
 
Dr. Bonnie Henry  
(PHO) 
Bonnie.Henry@gov.bc.ca 
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