
Oct. 27, 2020 
 
TO: Dr. Patricia Daly, Chief Medical Health Officer, Vancouver Coastal Health 
 
CC: 
Suzanne Hoffman, VSB Superintendent, 
Janet Fraser, VSB Chair, 
Carmen Cho, VSB Vice-Chair, 
Fraser Ballantyne, VSB Trustee, 
Lois Chan-Pedley, VSB Trustee, 
Estrellita Gonzalez, VSB Trustee, 
Oliver C. Hanson, VSB Trustee, 
Barb Parrott, VSB Trustee, 
Jennifer Reddy, VSB Trustee, 
Allan Wong, VSB Trustee, 

Ricky Huang, VSB Student Trustee, 
Dr. Bonnie Henry, BC Provincial Health Officer 
Hon. Adrian Dix, BC Minister of Health, 
Gord Lau, DPAC Chair, 
Amanda Hillis, DPAC Vice Chair, 
Nick Akrap, Principal, Point Grey Secondary 
School, 
Andrew Humphries, Vice Principal, Point Grey 
Secondary School

 
Dear Dr. Daly, 
 
As parents and guardians at Point Grey Secondary School in Vancouver, we have concerns about the 
current COVID-19 notification process. We are writing to ask Vancouver Coastal Health to make this 
process more timely and transparent. 
 
The Principal of Point Grey Secondary sent a letter to our school community on Oct. 21, notifying 
families of a positive COVID-19 case. By then, though, many families had heard the news which 
spread through social media, and rumours were already flying. This speculation created a lot of fear 
and anxiety. Many parents and guardians are now reluctant to send their children to school, and many 
students themselves are afraid. Concerned parents have 
addressed questions and concerns to our administrators, who are prevented by VCH from answering 
them. These questions have added a burden to our administrators’ already full workload. 
 
VCH could alleviate these problems by providing school communities with clearer, more timely 
reporting of COVID-19 cases in our schools. Families need this information to make informed choices 
about their individual risk levels, especially those who have vulnerable family members. We recognize 
privacy issues make it inappropriate to identify the person/people diagnosed with COVID-19. 
However, in the current vacuum of information, kids and adults are filling it with speculation and 
rumour. Our concern is the health and safety of our students and staff, both physically and 
emotionally. 
 
The unknown threat of COVID-19, and the current reporting process, pose an underlying level of 
anxiety in our schools and undermines trust in VCH.  
 
It is possible to improve the way these cases are reported without compromising privacy. 
We are strongly advocating for: 

● Notifying school communities about all COVID-19 cases in their schools 
● Notification within 36-48 hours of a student/staff member being diagnosed 
● A list of dates the diagnosed person/people were at school 

 
These steps will help dampen speculation, provide reassurance to our community and re-establish 
trust in VCH. We look forward to your response. Please contact us at info@pointgreyparents.org.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
The Point Grey Secondary School PAC Executive 


